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other states by plunging into a new quarrel with Germany over the
administration of the Memelland1 without having made any attempt
to compose her old quarrel with Poland over the possession of Vilna.

In their brief cpost-war' career as an independent nation, the
Lithuanians had given abundant proof that they were one of the most
headstrong and 'temperamental5 peoples in Europe. They had not
hesitated to incur the enmity of both Poland and Germany simul-
taneously ; and towards other countries their attitude had been that
they had little use for their friendship if that friendship was not
to carry with it a whole-hearted participation in Lithuania's own
cherished feuds. Since these feuds had come to embrace Germany as
well as Poland, it may be imagined that Lithuania's other neighbours
preferred to dispense with Lithuania's friendship rather than enjoy
it on Lithuania's terms; and their prudent reserve, so far from inspir-
ing Lithuania with misgivings, had hitherto provoked her to retort
with a contemptuous Ov <f>povri$ VmroKAei'Sft.2 The German-Polish
treaty of the 26th January, 1934, appears, however, to have brought
Lithuania to her senses at last; and the German Government's sub-
sequent rejection of the Soviet Government's proposal of the 28th
March, 1934, was* perhaps the last touch of the whip which stung the
Lithuanian Government into constructive action.

On the 25th April, 1934, the Lithuanian Government addressed a
memorandum to the Latvian and Estonian Governments in which
they proposed a rapprochement between all three states without,
apparently, insisting any longer upon conditions which would in-
evitably embroil the two countries whose friendship Lithuania was
now wooing, with her existing enemies Poland and Germany. At any
rate, the Latvian and Estonian Governments, after consulting to-
gether, made an agreed reply to the Lithuanian demarche in which
they signified their acceptance of the Lithuanian memorandum of the
25th April as a basis for negotiations, and suggested that the objec-
tive to be aimed at was the accession of Lithuania to the Estono-
Latvian pact of the 17th February. Thereafter, on the 22nd May,
1934, the Estonian Minister for Foreign Affairs travelled to Warsaw
and there held consultations on the 23rd with Marshal Pilsudski and

1  For the circumstances and conditions in which Lithuania had acquired her
sovereignty over the ex-German territory of the Memelland, which had been
ceded by Germany to the Principal Allied and Associated Powers in the Peace
Settlement, see the Survey for 1920-3, Part III, section (ii) (3) (/). For the
relations between Germany and Lithuania over Memel during the years 1924-
32 seethe Survey for 1932, Part IV, section (iv).

2  Herodotus, Book VI, Chapter 129. Monsieur Valdemaras, who was dicta-
tor of Lithuania from 1926 to 1929, had previously been a professor of Greek.